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Commissioner for Patents 
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SIR: 

This IDS is submitted herewith pursuant to 37 CFR. §1.97-1.98 and includes the 
following: 

IEI A listing of the references on PTO-1449. 

□ A copy of all non-US references which are listed on the PTO-1449 (US refs not required). 

□ A copy of a corresponding foreign Search Report which explains the relevance of the 
references noted therein. 

G A separate explanation of relevance. 



Please note the following particulars concerning the filing of this IDS: 

^ 1. This IDS is filed within three months of the filing date of a national application other 
than a CPA, or within three months of the date of entry into the national stage as set forth in 
37 CFR. §1 .491 in an international application, or before the mailing date of a first Office 
Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request 
for continued examination, whichever event occurs last. 

□ 2. This IDS is filed after a first action, but before a final action, allowance, or any other 
action which closes prosecution, and: 

□ A, Is accompanied by a payment in the amount of $180.00 required by 37 CFR. 
§1.17(p). 

□ B. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this IDS was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

□ C. I hereby state that no item of information in this IDS herewith was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to 
my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in 37 CFR. §1 .56(c) more than 3 months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

□ D. An appropriate statement is attached. 



or 



2007LT: 1 000: 1 9506: 1 ALEXANDRIA 




□ 3. This IDS is rm&mzra final action or allowance, but on /before payment of the issue fee, 
and: 

□ A. is accompanied by a payment in the amount of $180.00 required by 37 CFR. 
§1.17(p). 

and 

□ B. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this IDS was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 

_ more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

□ C. I hereby state that no item of information in this IDS herewith was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to 
my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 

^ designated in 37 CFR. §1 .56(c) more than 3 months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

□ D. An appropriate statement is attached. 

□ 4. This IDS does not comply with 37 CFR 1.97-1.98, and is being filed for placement in the 
file pursuant to 37 CFR. §1.97(i) 

^ 5. If no payment is enclosed and a fee is due in connection with this communication or if the 
payment enclosed is insufficient, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any fee or 
additional fee due with this communication to Deposit Account No. 12-0555. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Date: August 18, 2005 

By: Marvin Petry 
Registration No.: 22752 

STITES & HARBISON PLLC ♦ 1 199 North Fairfax St. ♦ Suite 900 ♦ Alexandria, VA 22314 
TEL: 703-739-4900 ♦ FAX: 703-739-9577 ♦ CUSTOMER NO. 00881 
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March 15, 2004 
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us ~ 3,746,065 


07-17-1973 


Mason 








us " 4,524,858 


06-25-1985 


Maxey 








us- . „ M 

4.774.988 


10-04-1988 


Washburn et al. 








us " 4,831,545 


05-16-1989 


Floyd et al. 








us " 4,879,659 


11-07-1989 


Bowlin et al. 








us " 5,251,681 


10-12-1993 


Davenport 








us " 6,272,437 


! 08-07-2001 


Woods et al. 








us ' 6,473,186 


! 10-29-2002 


Kawasaki et al. 








us ~ 2001/0054414 A1 


12-20-2001 


Allison et al. 








us " 2002/0015252 A1 


02-07-2002 


Noble et al. 








us " 3,379,230 


04-23-1968 


Roehrig 








US " 3.535.140 


10-20-1970 


Busch 








us " 4,356,670 


11-02-1982 


Freerks 








us - 4,438,795 


03-27-1984 


Plough 








us_ 4,457,350 


07-03-1984 


Finnila 








us - 4,561,477 


12-31-1985 


Zimmerman 








us_ 4,823,851 


04-25-1989 


Seffens 








us " 4,844,134 


07-04-1989 


Martindale 
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Cite 
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Foreign Patent Document 



Country Code 3 Number 4 Kind Code* {if known) 



Publication Date 
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Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 



Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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"EXAMINER: initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.aov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, calf 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



